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Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
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Reconciliation/Confessions

Sat 4:00 - 4:30 p.m. or on request

WHAT CAN YOU OFFER?
With today’s climate of fixation on the stock market and our economic situation, we ought to be able to clearly make sense of this week’s Gospel reading. Imagine how you would feel if during prosperous times you divided a large portion of your net worth among three
stockbrokers. Then, after some time, two of them report back to you that they have
made substantial returns on your investment, while the third one reports back that
he didn’t even invest your money, but held it for safe keeping. You would be
somewhat miffed also. You would probably take back your money from the third
stockbroker, and give it to the one who had seen the best returns.
When we become members of God’s family and followers of Jesus, he invests
the Holy Spirit into our lives. With the Holy Spirit comes new gifts and charisms,
which God intends to be used along with our natural abilities, to advance and grow his kingdom. Some, with false
humility, bemoan that they don’t really have any gifts or abilities. This is not only untrue but also an illegitimate
excuse. If we have the Holy Spirit, we have gifts and abilities.
Several years ago, a parish priest along with a team of individuals, visited a sister parish in Ukraine. While
there they met a woman who had been bedridden with arthritis for some 24 years. Though her body was made
inactive, her faith thrived as she grew in holiness and prayer. As they prepared to leave she blessed them and their
parish back in the USA. All those present knew that they were standing in the presence of a holy, godly woman
whose faith was alive and active even though her body was immobile. Had she dared to have hidden behind her
physical limitations and offered the excuse, “I have no gifts; I cannot do anything in my condition,” both she and
the Body of Christ would have been the poorer. So it is when you fail to invest the gifts God has invested in you.
We are sons and daughters of the light. This phrase reminds us of Jesus’ admonition that, we are to be “salt”
and” light.” Salt should whet people’s appetite for God and light should illuminate their darkness and give them
hope. What is it that Jesus is actually referring to if not the utilization of our gifts and abilities for other’s wellbeing? He said that we should let our light shine before men, that they would see our “good works,” here on earth
and glorify God who is in heaven. So rather than be complacent, doing little or nothing we should be investing
the gifts Jesus gives us.
In this week’s parable, the master never criticized the fact that the work of one servant did not match or exceed the work of another. Rather he commended each for their effort to make the most with what had been entrusted to them. Each received, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” The only displeasure shown was toward
the one who did not attempt to advance the master’s interest by working as best he could. If the Lord returns suddenly, will he find you occupied using for his Kingdom what he has invested in you?
When next you find yourself hesitating to get involved using your gifts, think of Saint Catherine of Siena, a
woman who received the title of “Doctor of the Church.” She was a woman, a lay person and most striking of all,
she was almost illiterate. Catherine’s humble background and lack of education may have made her an unlikely
candidate for such an honor, but that never hindered her ability to receive divine revelation. In fact, God has so
consistently revealed His word to the poor and the humble that, as Paul VI put it, we can consider them to be
God’s preferential choice. What if Catherine had simply said, “I can’t. I have nothing to offer”?
Emmaus Journey Reflections

Baptism

Catechesis and appointment necessary

Marriage

Contact the parish office

Sacrament of the Sick
Communion for the Sick and Shut-ins
Please call the office.

Secretary

Sandy Johnson
Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

St Martin School

Phone 905-957-3032

Cemetery

Ron Roscovich at 905-386-0648

Diocesan Website: www.saintcd.com
Ministry Schedule - Nov 25/26
Hospitality Ministers
5:00 pm - John & Linda Mataseje
9:00 am - Needed
11:00 am - Andy & Pat Wirth
Altar Servers
5:00 pm - Katie & Laura
9:00 am - Needed
11:00 am - Needed
Children's Liturgy
Needed
Next Hospitality Sunday
December 3

In Remembrance
166 West Street, P.O. Box 74
Smithville, Ontario L0R 2A0
Telephone: 289-956-0221
Email: st.martins@cogeco.ca
www.stmartinsparish.com

Nov 19, 2017
33rd Sunday of
Ordinary Time

Lectors
5:00 pm #1 - Nick Shields
#2 - Katrina Shields
9:00 am #1 - Heather Tomascin
#2 - Sue Armstrong
11:00 am #1 - Deanne Long
#2 - Alex Joyner

Well
Done

Ministers of Communion
5:00 pm - Mitch & Deb Pogoda
9:00 am - Mike & Mary Hornak
11:00 am - Helen & Andy Lipiec
Counting
Elaine Parry & Jennifer Fife

November 19, 2017
The 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A
Lord, may the request of your people
rise before you like a fragrant offering
Monday
Tuesday

Nov 20 9:00 am For the special intentions of the Johnston family
Nov 21 The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00 am For the special intentions of the ACTS team
Wednesday Nov 22 St. Cecilia
6:30 pm For God’s protection and special intentions of
Fr. Christopher
Thursday Nov 23 9:00 am For the health and healing of Robert Schnaar
Friday
Nov 24 St. Andrew Dung-Lac
9:00 am +For the repose of the soul of Luke Scheck
Saturday Nov 25 Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
5:00 pm +For the repose of the soul of Joseph (Joey) Lombardo
Sunday
Nov 26 9:00 am For the special intentions of St. Martin’s Parish family
11:00 am +For the repose of the soul of Fred Bell

CWL CORNER
The CWL are still selling Giant Tiger Gift
Cards in the following denominations: $10, $25
and $50. All the proceeds will go our parish
CWL. There will be a CWL member at each of
the Masses selling these cards.
SANTA IS COMING
There is a Sign-Up sheet in the foyer of the
church for children who would like to meet Santa Claus on Sunday December 3rd at noon following the 11am Mass.
Please indicate the number and the ages of
the children so that a Christmas goodie bag will
be waiting for them.
Thank you, St. Martin’s CWL
FIRST RECONCILIATION
Wednesday, November 29th at 10:00am.
Retreat for Grade 2, Wednesday, November 22,
at school beginning at 10:00am.
KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE
November 22, 2017, 9:00am-6:00pm

by Nancy Johnston
by Doug and Maeve Devlin
by Anonymous
by John & Riky Mulder
by the Lupien family
by sister Maria and family

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
KING OF THE UNIVERSE
The last week of the liturgical Year is devoted to eschatological themes: Christ
the King will restore all creation and
restore his kingdom to the Father.
The risen people of God will rejoice
in a new heaven and a new earth.
“There, with the whole of creation,
freed from the corruption of sin and death, may
we glorify you through Christ our Lord.”
PARISH OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
The 2018 parish offertory envelopes are
available for you to pick up. They are located in
the crying room. Thank you for your generosity
to St. Martin of Tours Parish.

by Sherri deWilde

KOC CHRISTMAS CARDS
The KOC will be selling Christmas Card after the 9am and 11am Masses on Sunday November 19 and again after the
5pm Mass on Saturday November 25.
A box set of cards will cost $8.00.
All proceeds will go to Right To Life.
SUNDAY MISSALS
Sunday Missals for 2017-2018 Year B are
now available for sale in the foyer of the church.
The cost of $5.00 per Missal will help to defray
the cost to our Church.
The Roman Catholic Missal is a liturgical
book outlining the instructions and prayers necessary for the celebration of the Catholic Mass
throughout the year. Did you know that the
word 'missal' is taken from the Latin word
'missa', meaning 'sent'. With your personal copy
you will be able to reflect on and prepare for the
Mass readings at your leisure. Spiritually, the
Sunday Missal explains the Mass in many ways,
including the themes for particular Sundays.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
There will be a special collection for Christmas flowers on December 9/10. Envelopes for this collection will be in the December 2/3 bulletin.
If you would like to donate to our
Christmas Flower fund in memory of a
loved one, please fill out a flower donation envelope and place your donation in the
collection basket. We will post their names in
the bulletin over Christmas so that they will be
lifted up in prayer. These flowers will adorn the
altar during Christmas.
Thank you and God Bless you.

OPTION FOR THE POOR
Please join St Kevin’s Parish Community at
303 Niagara St. Welland, on Monday November
27 for a Mass of Thanksgiving at 6:30pm in association with Development and Peace.
A guest speaker, Ellen Kaas, will be welcomed home to discuss “My Story” in the parish hall at 7:30pm followed by a social and to
meet Elly.

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
Last Sunday's Offering November 12, 2017
$1, 595.00 - Envelopes (67)
$131.35 - Loose
Donation
$200.00
Confirmation Collection
$443.83
Confirmation Expenses $272.77
Thank you for your tithe/stewardship.
God Bless.

LOAF OF BREAD OUTREACH
Thank you all for your generous support of the
Loaf of Bread Outreach Program last year. For the fifth
year, St. Martin of Tours Parish
in conjunction with the local
churches in the Smithville area has been hosting
the Loaf of Bread Program for those disadvantaged financially, or in need of social support.
This program starts in January and rans until the
end of June. St. Martin of Tours will host the
dinners in January and March. Home cooked
meals are supplied every Thursday evenings
during those time periods between 5 and 7pm
for those invited guests. All participating
churches are requested to financially support
this endeavor. Therefore, St Martin’s parish will
have a special collection on December 17th to
contribute to this service. Thank you again and
may the Good Lord keep you ever blessed as
you store up enormous treasures in heaven this
way.
BEST WISHES THIS WEEK TO
Birthdays:
Hunter Diletti – Nov 19
Luke Patey – Nov 20
William Mous – Nov 22
James Vaughan – Nov 24
Susan Pendlebury – Nov 25
Sean LeBlanc/Sophia Couture – Nov 26
Anniversaries:
Josie and Dee Turcic – Nov 25

