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SAYING THANK YOU – TO THOSE WHO VOLUNTEER 
 

     Saying goodbye as the leader in any capacity has many parts.  So this weekend I am choosing to offer a 
public word of THANKS to those who VOLUNTEER in our parish. 
 
     There are so many parishioners who reach beyond what is usually expected of those who attend and wor-
ship here.  How often have we thought of them, given them a sign of encouragement, or expressed our grateful-
ness? 

 
     We are blessed with so many parish members who offer time and energy among us.  I wrote last weekend 
about those in Ministries, which involves volunteering I know, but focusses them in particular and organized 
ways.  This weekend I think of thanking those whose time is best described as just as important and valuable, 
but perhaps less noticed. 

 
     Perhaps you volunteer your time to take care of the “outside” decorations of the parish property – flowers, 
grass, trees – and so keep up the look of the place.  Or perhaps you wander through the church before or after 
Mass straightening the song books in the pews.  Or perhaps you are a Council or Committee member who con-
tributes to the ideas and decision processes.  Could you be one of those who help by caring for the “inside” 
decorations – flowers, coverings, tables? 
 
     Baking, cleaning, organizing, and even praying an extra word to the Lord all helps.  Being involved in ac-
tivities of the Knights of Columbus or the Catholic Women’s League, running the Church music projector, or 
simply doing something that helps with repair and restoration, these are all ways in which our volunteerism is 
strong. 
 
     We can boast of the volunteer efforts of our parish.  But we can always use more help.  It is not the amount 
of time we contribute that matters most.  If an activity uses 10 people, the amount of time and energy due from 
each is lessened. 
 
     So, to our VOLUNTEERS we say THANK YOU.  We might sometimes be slow to offer a thankful gesture or 
word to those who bring a richness through being volunteering.  We might be slow, but God is not.  So enjoy 
the satisfaction you have, as we will try to enjoy the benefits of your time, thoughtfulness and efforts. 
 
     And may God, right now, give you a sign of his eternal gladness. 
 
 
Prepared by Father Brian Bevan, Parish Priest.  



SAINTS THIS WEEK 
St. Monica, widow; August 27. 
     Monica was born in northern Africa, in the year 332.  
She married, bore several children, including a son 
whom she named Augustine. She was widowed in the 
year 370.  Her son Augustine, was 16 years old at the 
time of his father’s death, and did all he could to avoid 
his mother=s religious ways, which could be extreme.  
In the year 387, Monica saw her son (St) Augustine be 
baptized at the Easter celebrations, in Milan, Italy.  
Monica died during her return to Africa later that year. 
     This feast dates from the year 1586.  

 
St. Augustine, bishop & doctor; August 28. 
     Augustine was born in Algeria, on November 13, 
354.  Augustine had a carefree youth.  He was baptized 
in the year 387, ordained a priest in the year 391, and 
ordained a bishop in the year 395. A bishop for thirty 
four years, he wrote and taught in matters of the faith.  
He helped shape the theology of the church for centu-
ries.   He died in the year 430. 
     This feast dates from the eighth century.  In recogni-
tion of his efforts to explain and defend the faith he was 
named a doctor of the church. 

 
St. Gregory the Great, pope & doctor; September 03. 
     Gregory was born in Rome in the year 540.  Gregory 
held important government positions between the years 
573 and 578, achieving great riches. When his father 
died he gave his money away to prepare for a life in the 
church.  In the year 579, he became a deacon, and trav-
elled as a representative of Pope Pelagius II.  In the year 
586 he was named abbot, then in the year 590 was elect-
ed pope.  He was the first pope to call himself Servant of 
the Servants of God.  He served the papacy for 13 years, 
dying on March 12, 604. 

     His feast is celebrated today, the date of his ordina-
tion as bishop in the year 590, to avoid having the feast 
fall during the Lenten season.  He was called the great 
by Pope Boniface VIII.  He is one of the four Fathers of 
the Western Church, with St. Ambrose, St. Augustine 
and St. Jerome. 

 
FEASTS THIS WEEK 

The Passion of Saint John the Baptist, martyr; Aug 
29. 
     John the Baptist spoke against the evil and corruption 
of King Herod the Tetrarch, who had divorced his first 
wife so he could marry his sister‑in‑law, who was also 
his niece.  Herod liked to listen to John, but detested the 
message he gave.  During a party, Herod was forced to 
keep a promise, causing John the Baptist to be beheaded.   
His death was the signal for Jesus to begin his own min-
istry. 
     His feast began in a crypt in Samaria, where John’s 
skull was venerated.  This feast dates from the fifth cen-
tury. 

 
LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERING 

     Generosity brought $1025.00 to our parish last week . 

 
THE BACK PAGE 

This week The Back Page expresses a sincere thank you 
to all who volunteer their time outside of a ministry in 
our Parish. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

     Also known as the Sacrament of Confession and of 
Penance, this Sacrament is available this week: 

Saturday from 4:00 pm to 4:30 pm 
By appointment. 

PROMISE OF MARRIAGE 
     There is a promise of marriage between 
Kenneth Robertson (Hamilton) and Melanie 
Pavao (Hamilton).  The marriage takes place 
at St. Martin of Tours Church on Saturday, 
September 2, 2017 

 
DOORS ANYONE? 

     The doors that were written about over the past sev-
eral weeks have found a new home. 
     These were the entrance doors that were changed as 
part of the entrance/elevator work done in our parish, 
and had been stored in our parish garage for over a year. 
     May they provide many years of service to their new 
owner. 

 
SANCTUARY LIGHTS 

     Have you noticed the new lights in the sanctuary of 
our church?  These are LED lights, which have been 
changed over by members of the property maintenance 
committee. 
     We thank them for their efforts 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

     Church Law (cannon 945-946) invites Catholics to 
request an intention for a particular Mass,  and to make a 
contribution to the priest for honouring this intention.  
The idea is to help the faithful to draw into a deeper cel-
ebration of the Eucharist by joining their efforts with 
those of Jesus.  It also helps the priest by compensating 
him for his work. 
     The Church says no one, except for God, can control 
the blessings or benefits at Mass.  God directs the fruits 
of the Mass according to the devotion of the faithful. 
     The present rule of the Church, since the year 1991, 
allows a priest to accept several intentions for the same 
Mass. 
     Mass intentions are commonly published in the par-
ish bulletin and announced at the Mass.  By doing so it 
is accurate to say that a person is remembered in a spe-
cial way at Mass, instead of saying that only this person 
is being remembered.  For Jesus gave the Mass to us all. 
     In our parish there are Masses without an intention.  
If you wish to have someone - alive or deceased - re-
membered at Mass, please speak with our parish secre-
tary. 

 
THE SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING 

OF THE SICK 
     This Sacrament is for those who are in need of the 
Lord’s comfort and healing.  This is extended through 
prayer, touch and anointing with blessed oil.  A person 
must be seriously ill = the usual routine of life is chal-
lenged or disrupted at least, to the point of death. 
     This Sacrament will be celebrated during the 9:00 am 
Mass on Saturday, September 2nd. 

 

SCHOOL WILL SOON BE UPON US 
     In these last days before classes begin again, let us 
please remember to pray for those in the education sys-
tem: 
 For teachers, that they will gladly pass on their 

knowledge of life and faith. 
 For all support staff members, that they will pro-

vide a clear example of the mercy and helpfulness 
of God. 

 For parents, that they will remember that they are 
the first teachers of life and love and rejoice in 
their efforts. 

 For principals, trustees and all those in executive 
positions, that they will lead with the example of 
Christ. 

 For the whole community, that we will be thought-
ful, supportive and prayerful in this school year. 

 
DID YOU KNOW 

     If you are away on any given Sunday, we can email 
the bulletin to you so you can keep up to date! 

 
A DECEASE FAMILY MEMBER OR FRIEND 

     When you know someone has died, and you wish to 
have their name mentioned in a weekday or weekend 
Mass, please bring this to Fr. Brian’s attentions.  He 
would be happ to ask the parish to remember this per-
son. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION AT HOSPITALS 

     Hospitals do not normally ask your religion when 
being admitted.  You should advise hospital admitting 
that you are Catholic, and you will then be registered as 
such.  This will enable a Eucharistic Minister to identify 
you as such and offer Holy Communion to you when 
they are at the hospital. 

 
CH  CH 

WHAT’S MISSING 
“U” “R” 

 
BEST WISHES THIS WEEK TO 

Birthdays: 
 Jacqueline Chliszczyk/Amy Urban – Aug 27 
 Leanne Greenwood – Aug 28 
 Mila Niewiadomski/Preston Vieira – Aug 30 
 Elleah Mudjar – Sept 1 
 Quincy Johnson – Sept 2 
 Daniel Grzybek/Desiree Hayward – Sept 3 
Anniversaries: 
 Grant & Ellie McIntyre – Aug 27 
 Troy & Sheila Mercer – Aug 30 
 Adam & Kelly Duliban – Sept 3 

Monday Aug 28 St. Augustine, bishop & doctor 
   9:00 am +For the repose of the soul of Ken Lewis by Pauline Lewis & family 
 

Tuesday Aug 29 The Passion of Saint John the Baptist, martyr 
   9:00 am For the health and healing of Robert Schnarr by John & Riky Mulder 

 

Wednesday Aug 30  9:00 am For the intentions of Margaret Whittle on her birthday by Maria Chorley        

Thursday Aug 31  9:00 am For the health and healing of Paul Massad by Joyce and Rodney Ross         

Friday Sept 1  9:00 am +For all the souls in purgatory by Anonymous 
 

Saturday Sept 2  9:00 am +In memory of Joseph Olascki, Charles Parker, 
    Olga Mous & Winnie Stadelbauer (Benefactors) by St. Martin’s Parish 
 

Saturday Sept 2 The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm +For the repose of the soul of Mildred MacIsaac by Nicole MacIsaac 
 

Sunday Sept 3  9:00 am For the intentions of St. Martin’s parish family  
  11:00 am ****AVAILABLE**** 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  MASS ON WEDNESDAY THIS WEEK WILL BE AT 9:00 AM    

August 27, 2017 
The 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 


