
 

Bishop of the Diocese 
Most Reverend Gerard P.Bergie, D.D. 

 

Pastor 
Father Christopher Gillen 

 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Weekday Masses 
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri @ 9:00 a.m. 

Wed @ 6:30 pm 
 

Benediction and Exposition  

First Friday @ 8:00am 
 

Reconciliation/Confessions 
Sat 4:00 - 430 p.m. or on request 

 

:Baptism 
Catechesis and appointment necessary 

 

Marriage 
Contact the parish office 

 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Communion for the Sick and Shut-ins 

Please call the office. 
 

Secretary 
Sandy Johnson 

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

St Martin School 
Phone 905-957-3032 

 

Cemetery 
Ron Roscovich at 905-386-0648 

 

Diocesan Website:  www.saintcd.com 

 
Diocese  of St. Catharines 

 

St. Martin of Tours 
Catholic Church 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

166 West Street, P.O. Box 74 
Smithville, Ontario L0R 2A0 

Telephone: 289-956-0221 
Email:  st.martins@cogeco.ca 
www.stmartinsparish.com 

    

MARC’S PLUMBING 
4939 Alexandra Ave. 

Beamsville, On 
905-563-7576  

GOD’S GRACE AND MERCY 

     The tension we feel between justice and grace is something we struggle with through out our lives.  On the 

one hand we believe that people ought to get what they 

deserve.  People who do evil should receive their recom-

pense.  On the other hand we want those we love to re-

ceive mercy and not what their wrong behavior warrants.    

     The mercy of salvation in Jesus doesn’t make sense to 

the unconverted mind.  The Scriptures report that the 

world will see the simplicity of the Gospel as foolishness.  

Even for the converted the mystery of salvation can only be understood in part, and so we praise and thank God 

for the wonders of mercy and grace.  It is only natural on a first superficial reading to find ourselves agreeing 

with the complainers that the owner of the vineyard was treating them unfairly.  But a closer reading and reflec-

tion enables us to see that it really isn’t so. This is especially true when we realize that the parable is an illustra-

tion of the way things are different in the Kingdom of Heaven then they are in the kingdom of humans.  When we 

realize what this parable teaches indirectly about our eternal rewards, then our response becomes “Hallelujah!”  

     In the first reading we learned that God’s ways are not our ways, and that his thoughts are higher than our 

thoughts.  We can be thankful for that, for when it comes to eternity who of us wants to receive only that which 

we deserve?  Who of us does not desire to be treated with a more merciful form of justice than that which we see 

displayed here on earth.  Only those persons who are blind observers of their own spiritual shortcomings would 

want it otherwise.  Rather, we long for mercy (God not giving us what we deserve) and grace (God giving us 

what we do not deserve).  This parable points out that merciful and gracious treatment is exactly what we can 

count on from our loving Father.  

     Understanding and experiencing the mercy of God should have a direct bearing on the way we serve God, his 

people, and his mission to the world.  Knowing that mercy is extended to all equally do we wait to commit our-

selves to laboring in the harvest?  Do we wait not wanting our lives of comfort disturbed by the demands of ser-

vice, hoping and knowing our reward will be the same as those who made a longer commitment?  I don’t think 

so.  If that is our response it indicates that we really know little or nothing about the love of God.  

     The Scriptures teach that knowledge of God’s love will have a different affect on us altogether: Saint Paul 

teaches, “For the love of Christ impels us, once we have come to the conviction that one died for all; He indeed 

died for all, so that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and 

was raised.”  Understanding God’s gracious love will motivate us to live for him, and not for ourselves.  When 

we respond by living only for ourselves it is apparent that we have not yet grasped God’s love for us. 

Emmaus Journey Reflections 

Ministry Schedule - Sept 23/24 
 Hospitality Ministers 
5:00 pm - Tony Zanni & Tom Shields 
9:00 am - Alfons & Bea Blokhuis 
11:00 am - Andy & Pat Wirth 
 
 Altar Servers 
5:00 pm - Needed 
9:00 am - Needed 
11:00 am - Needed 
 
 Children's Liturgy 
Jennifer Noseworthy 
 
Next Coffee Social Sunday 
October 1  

Sept. 24, 2017 
 

25th Sunday of 
Ordinary Time 

 

MERCY & 
GRACE 

Lectors                            
5:00 pm #1 - Nick Shields 
#2 - Mitch Pogoda 
9:00 am #1 - Mary Pikula  
#2 - Needed  
11:00 am #1 - Alex Joyner 
#2 - Jacob Abrams 
 
Ministers of Communion 
5:00 pm - Needed 
9:00 am - Needed 
11:00 am - Needed 
 
Counting 
Needed 



COUNTERS NEEDED 
     We are in dire need of counters.  If you have counted 
in the past and wish to offer your services again or if 
you have never counted before and would like to offer 
your services, please see Fr. Christopher after Mass or 
Sandy in the office.  

 
COFFEE SOCIAL/WELCOME BACK SUNDAY 

     There will be a Coffee Social Sunday on October 1st 
between the 9:45am and 11:00am.  We would like to 
encourage the 11:00am Mass people to come early to 
enjoy a coffee and some goodies with the 9:00 am Mass 
people. 
     If you would like to volunteer to help out please see 
Marg Van Geest. 
     We will also have someone from each Ministry avail-
able with sign up sheets if you would like to volunteer 
your time and talent to our parish.  Please take this op-
portunity to have your questions answered and sign up.  
The parish needs you and the ministries need you.  
Many hands makes light work.  
 

CWL CORNER 
     The CWL are still selling Giant Tiger Gift Cards in 
the following denominations:  $10, $25 and $50.  All the 
proceeds will go our parish CWL.  There will be a CWL 
member at each of the Masses selling these cards.   
     Join us on Wednesday October 11th at 7 pm.  Renee 
Rebello from Life Coach Financial will talk about estate 
planning and how it affects wills and powers of attorney. 
     The event is free and you do not have to be a CWL 
member to attend. Watch for a flyer in next weeks bulle-
tin. 

NEEDS OF THE CANADIAN CHURCH 
An invitation to support the faith and evangelization 

mission of the Church! 
     The Bishops of Canada gather in four Regional As-
semblies (Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario and the West), as 
well as in their national Conference.  The Canadian 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) is mandated by 
the Holy See and the Bishops who are its members in a 
number of areas of pastoral life and evangelization: faith 
formation and catechesis, doctrinal questions, ecumeni-
cal initiatives, international relations, interreligious con-
versations, liturgical resources, relations with Indige-
nous Peoples, social justice questions, and building a 
culture of life and family.  The CCCB is the national 
assembly of the Catholic Bishops in Canada, and in-
cludes the Bishops (Eparchs) of the Eastern Catholic 
Churches as well.  Thank you in advance for your gener-
ous contribution for ensuring the success of the collec-
tion and the ongoing work of evangelization. 
 

BISHOP’S CHARITIES DINNER 
     The Bishop’s Charities Dinner is being held on Satur-
day, October 21 at Club Roma, 125 Vansicle Rd, St. 
Catharines.  The reception begins at 6pm followed by 
dinner at 7pm. 
     All proceeds will be going to the Diocesan Catholic 
Charites.  The tickets are $50 each, payable to Knights 
Bishop’s Charity Association.  Door prize is a Smart 
TV.  For information contact Bill Amodeo 289-456-
7888, Albert Craig 905-988-1222, Chuck Johnston 905-
646-5099, Christopher Turner 905-643-3375 and Martin 
Marko 905-401-5646 

 

REGENERATE(D) 2017 
     Sponsored by Branches Catholic Ministries, Regen-
erate(d) 2017 will take place again at the Scotiabank 
Convention Centre in Niagara Falls on Saturday, No-
vember 18th.  This year’s theme is based upon one of the 
most important questions of our time, “What is Truth?” 
and how and where do we find it?   
     In a culture that promotes that truth is relative how do 
we as Catholics respond?  Keynote speakers:  Jennifer 
Fulwiler, Trent Horn, Dr. David Anders and Steve Wei-
denkopf will address atheism, relativism, the divisions in 
Christianity bringing Protestantism and how to discuss 
this with family and friends.   
     For the first time Regenerate(d) Youth 2017 will  run 
concurrently for ages 12 to 18 years. 
     Early-bird tickets are available now!  To purchase 
tickets and more information about these conferences 
visit www.branchesoftheword.org  or call Branches at 
905-685-7000. 
 

PUBLICLY FUNDED CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
TOGETHER IN FAITH 

     For more than 150 years, Ontario’s publicly funded 
Catholic schools have been a distinctive, highly success-
ful and valued contributor to our public education sys-
tem.  The “Together in Faith” campaign amplifies that 
message by promoting our Catholic school students’ 
achievements in academics, social justice, and Christian 
service. 
     Parishioners are invited to join the campaign to 
strengthen publicly funded Catholic education in Ontar-
io.  Add your name to the “Together in Faith” communi-
ty list at www.togetherinfaith.ca.  Follow the campaign 
on Twitter (@Catholicedu) and on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/CatholicEducationInOntaro) and 
help us share the Good News! 
     This campaign is sponsored by the Ontario Catholic 
School Trustees’ Association and is supported by the 
Assembly of Catholic Bishops of Ontario and Ontario 
English Catholic Teachers’ Association.   

 
GRIMSBY LIFE CHAIN 

     On Sunday, October 1st from 1 - 2pm hundreds of 
pro-life people in our community plan to 
gather at the intersection of Main St and 
Christie St in Grimsby to pray for an end 
to abortion. This is the 30th year of this 
annual event. We will be joining our pray-
ers with thousands of people in 1600 loca-
tions across Canada and the United States 

who will be forming Life Chains on that date!! 
     We pray silently, holding professionally-printed signs 
provided at the site. Peacefully we stand in honor of the 
60 million lives who have been lost to abortion. Every 
year women report deciding not to have an abortion after 
reading the signs and seeing the people praying. 
     For questions or if you would like to receive promo-
tional information to distribute, please contact grimsby-
lifechain@gmail.com.  

RETROUVAILLE 
     Married Singles Lifestyle – The Married Singles 
Lifestyle describes couples that may have lost a sense of 
closeness they once had as marriage partners and are 
living more like roommates. Retrouvaille has helped 
thousands of couples experiencing difficulty at all lev-
els.  For confidential information about, or to register for 
the program beginning with a weekend on November 3, 
2017, at the Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre in Niagara 
Falls, please call 905-664-5212 or email: hamilton-
retrouvaille1@cogeco.ca  or visit the web site at 
www.retrouvaille.org. 

 
CELEBRATION OF A LIVING ROSARY 

     Saturday, September 30, 2017, St. Alfred Church, 
272 Vine Street, St. Catharines. 
 8:30 am:  Mass with Most Rev. Gerard Bergie; 
 9:15 – 11:30 am:  Reflections, song and prayer. 
     Parishioners, diocesan organizations, Catholic school 
communities and all the faithful from across the diocese 
are invited to this special event to pray for peace in the 
world during the 100th anniversary of the Fatima Appa-
ritions. 

Free admission. No registration. All are welcome. 
 

 
BEST WISHES THIS WEEK TO 

Birthdays: 
 Geraldine Bell/Olivia Branco – Sept 24 
 Isla Ridland/Connie Zimmer – Sept 24 
 Jessica Ciarcos/Jason Russell – Sept 25 
 Sharon Richard/Darryl Telford – Sept 25 
 Esther Kulakowsky/Tony Malevich – Sept 26 
 Justin Russell/Max Perry – Sept 27 
 Jacob & Zachary Noseworthy – Sept 27 
 Kendra Diletti/Maria Lipiec – Sept 29 
 Isabella Sposato – Sept 30 
 Maria Jones/Sheri Harkin – Oct 1 
Anniversaries: 
 Robert & Teresa Malaryk – Sept 26 
 Robert & Joan Hignett – Sept 26 
 Mike & Stephanie Brucculieri – Sept 27 
 Louis & Sharlene Volpatti – Sept 27 
 Mike & Susanne Perry – Sept 29 
 Doug & Sylvana Oliver – Oct 1 
   

Lord, may the request of  your people 
rise before you like a fragrant offering 

 
 

Monday Sept 25  9:00 am For the health and healing of Robert Schnaar by John and Riky Mulder 
 

Tuesday Sept 26  St. John de Brebeuf & St Isaac Jogues & Companions 
   9:00 am For a Mass of thanksgiving and special intentions 
    of Koshy Kanjooparampil by Koshy Kanjooparampil   

Wednesday Sept 27  St. Vincent dePaul 
   6:30 pm ****AVAILABLE**** 

 

Thursday Sept 28  9:00 am +For the repose of the soul of Ken Lewis by Pauline Lewis and family 

 

Friday Sept 29  St. Michael, St. Gabriel & St. Raphael 
   9:00 am ****AVAILABLE**** 
 

Saturday Sept 30 The 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   5:00 pm +For the repose of the soul of Antonio Borges by Maria Borges 
    For God’s blessings and protection of Fr. Christopher by the Melo family  

Sunday Oct 1  9:00 am Mass of the people   
  11:00 am +For the repose of the soul of Fr. John Buis by the Buis family 

September 24, 2017 
The 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

Last Sunday's Offering:  $1894.00 
 

Thank you for your tithe/stewardship. 
God Bless. 

 

The Parish bank balance as of September 16th:  
$1,058.77 

 

The Parish debt to the bank as of September 16th: 
$35,451.43 
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